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What is Chirp ? 
CHIRP is free Ham radio programming soŌware that manages the radio’s address book by plugging the 
radio into your computer. It’s open source and works with the three major desktop operaƟng systems 
(Windows, macOS, and Linux), but if you have a choice, use Windows because it avoids some minor 
frustraƟons. CHIRP works with most common radios. 

Where can I get a copy of the Chirp software ? 
You can download a free copy of Chirp from: 

hƩps://chirpmyradio.com/projects/chirp/wiki/Home (new URL) 

hƩps://chirp.danplanet.com/projects/chirp/wiki/home/ (old URL) 

A list of all of the radios supported can be found at this web site. 

 

hƩps://chirpmyradio.com/projects/chirp/wiki/Download 
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Click on the soŌware Ɵtle that is highlighted. Please keep in mind that the filename will change based on 
the release date. 

Installing the software 
Browse to the default folder (Downloads) and double click on the chirp-next-20240322-installer.exe. 

Please note that the Chirp soŌware is updated on a regular basis so your file name may be different. 

 

Double click the .exe file. 
Depending on your user account control seƫngs on your computer you may or may not see a screen 
that asks you: 
Do you want to allow this app to make change to your device? 
Click Yes to proceed. 
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Running Chirp 

 

Locate your programming cable and plug the USB-A connector into the computer. 
From the Windows computer press and hold the Windows key and press the leƩer Q.  
In the search box, type in device manager and press enter. 
This command works on Windows 10 & 11. 
With regards to earlier versions of Windows, you will need to click on Start then select run and type 
device manager and press enter. 
Plug the other end of the programming cable into the radio and power the radio on. 
In the device manager radio, look for Ports to show up in the screen. 
You will need to the click on the > Ports to expand it. 

 

Make note of this COM4 you will need to select that port in Chirp. 

Read from Radio 
Within Chirp from the Radio menu select Download from Radio. 
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Use the drop down menus and select the COM port, your manufacturer, and model of radio. 

 

 

Click Yes 

 

Click Ok 

 

AŌer it reads the radio your display will look something like this, although the radio channels listed may 
vary. 
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From the File Menu select Save As 

 

Enter in a filename that is meaningful. Radio Manufacturer_Model_Date-Short-DescripƟon and click 
Save. 
Always start by reading from the radio and saving BEFORE you make any changes. To the radio program. 
That way you can always restore it back to the original program if there is an issue. 
From the Edit Menu Select All. 
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From the Edit Menu Delete. 
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From the File Menu select Save As and provide another name. 

 

I suggest coming up with a naming scheme that you are comfortable with. 
This provides you with a blank program for your radio. 
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Transferring Radio Program 
If you already have a program, open it in Chirp. 
Since it is a different model of radio, you need to copy and paste into the blank program for the radio 
you want to program. 
 

 

From the Edit Menu Select All. 
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From the Edit menu select Copy. 
In the pane for the radio to be programmed. 
Select the first row. 
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From the Edit menu select Paste. 
From the File menu select Save As. 
I suggest saving under the next filename in sequence. 

 

Under the Seƫngs tab (your seƫngs may vary). 
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In the Power-On Message1 and 2 you can customize what the radio displays when it powers on. 
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Once these seƫngs are changed. 
From the File menu Save As. 
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Every Ɵme I make a change I save it as another .IMG file to write to the radio. 

Write to New Radio 
From the Radio menu select Upload to radio. 

 

 

You should see a green light blinking on the front of the radio. 
When Chirp is done wriƟng the program to the radio, the green light will no longer be blinking. 
At this point you can disconnect the programming cable from the radio and power cycle the radio. 
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Importing Radio Channels 
Here is another method to get the channels imported into the new radio. 
Goto the tab that has the radio program that you want to copy. 
From the File menu select Export to CSV. 

 

With the blank program for the new radio 
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From the File menu select Import from file 

 

Select the export file and click Open. 
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Click Import 
This process only imports radio channels it does not import other seƫngs. 
Once this file is imported 
From the File menu Save As provide a new filename that is incremented. Baofeng_UV-5RE-Plus_03-26-
2024E.img 
Then from the Radio Menu select Upload to radio. 

 

 

What if I don’t have access to an existing radio program, 
how do I program my radio ? 
You can use hƩps://repeaterbook.com/.  
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Enter your call sign and password and click Login. 
If you don’t already have an account you will need to create one. 

 

Click on North American Repeaters. 

 

Click on Proximity. 

 

Then enter in a City and State or grid square. You could also enter in a laƟtude and longitude. 
Then enter in a distance in miles or km that you want to use as your area. 
Scroll down the page. 
You can also enter in: 
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And 

 

Click on the blue Search bar at the boƩom of the screen. 
You will see a list of repeaters that meet your criteria. 
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On the blue bar click on Export. 
Please keep in mind that the radio you are programming may not support all of the bands or modes that 
you download. You may need to select different ham radio bands before exporƟng the list of repeaters. 

 

Scroll through the list of radios\opƟons unƟl you find your radio listed. 
If it is not listed, I suggest that you pick Chirp.  
This format will be used to save the data. 
Take note of the folder that it saves the file in. It will likely be in  
The filename will be in the format like: RB_CHIRP_2403292214.csv 
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You can select the memory name with which to save the file. 
Click Download. 
Pay aƩenƟon to the folder and file name ad to where they output file will be downloaded to. 
It will likely be in the Downloads folder. 
Launch Chirp. 

 

Select import from file. 
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Locate and select your file and click Open. 

 

Click Open 
If you aƩempt to write the .csv file directly to your radio by selecƟng Upload to Radio from the Radio 
menu you will get the following error. 

 

Click Ok to clear the message. 
Be sure to read from your radio first using the steps shown earlier in the Read from Radio secƟon. 
Make sure that you have a blank program that you read from your radio. 
With the Chirp tab open, from the Edit menu click on Select All then from the Edit menu select Copy. 
Switch to the tab for the radio that you want to program. 
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From the Edit Menu select Paste. 

If you see the following error: 

 

That means that you have exceeded the number of memory locaƟons. 
The Baofeng radios typically support memory locaƟons 0 thru 127. 
In Chirp go to the tab that has the Chirp import. 
And click on row 0 



Broken Arrow Amateur Radio Club PresentaƟon 
What is Chirp and How do I use it to program my radios? 

Prepared by Dr. Greg Meador – AI5HV April 1, 2024 

Page | 24 
 

 

Scroll down in the window unƟl you see the last row filled in frequency. Not to exceed 127. 
Hold down the shiŌ key and click the row number. 

 

In this case 66. 
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From the Edit menu select Copy. 
Switch to the tab for your radio and highlight row 0. 

 

From the edit menu select Paste. 
If you see an error such as this one: 

 

It means that some of the repeaters that you downloaded are not supported by this radio. 
For example the frequencies in the 220 band or the 1.25M band are not supported.  
Also digital modes such as P25 are not supported.  
Chirp automaƟcally will remove these from your program. 
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At this point you can save your radio program. Give it a new filename. 
Once you have saved the program, from the Radio menu select Upload to radio. 

 

Once Chirp has finished wriƟng to the radio, disconnect the programming cable. 
I recommend turning the radio off and back on again. 
Before you transmit, make sure that you are a licensed amateur radio operator. 
Hope to hear you on the airwaves. 

Good Luck ! 


